Houses, like people, live and die—full circle. Rooted in clay.
—Athena Steen
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Rooted inClay
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ell versed in earth construction, Athena and Bill Steen acquired knowledge through their respective
Pueblo Native American and Mexican roots. For over three decades, they have held workshops in Arizona,
promoting the hands-on use of natural materials, particularly adobe and straw bale building. Participants gather
from all over the world to exchange and learn various natural building skills and techniques. The Steens are
passionate in their pursuit of materials and techniques with low environmental impact and are highly influenced
by Japanese plastering techniques that give a refined look and feel.

Syuhei Hasado is a master plasterer from Hida Takayama of Gifu Prefecture. Using natural materials, but
with new ideas and creativity, Syuhei has visited the Steens three times since 2004 to pass on traditional Japanese
techniques and the spirit of craftsmanship through application, thereby deepening their relationship.

For this exhibition, Athena, Bill, and Syuhei—each possessing unique roots in diverse cultures of earth
architecture—have been invited to publicly create earth sculptures on the themes of the Pueblo, Mexico, and

Japan.
We welcome you to explore their ideas and spirit nurtured by these regions through the rich expression of clay.
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